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from the hills to the west. It is curious that the date-palm, like
the cocoa-nut, instead of taking injury from salt-water, seems
to thrive the more for it. The date-groves of Kateef extend
for several leagues in a broad belt- along the coast, and their
produce, if not equal in quality to that of Hasa, exceeds it in
quantity. Lemons and citrons grow here, besides vegetables
of all kinds; corn too, though the main food of the inhabitants
seems to be fish and rice. This latter article is cheap, thanks
to the Indian trade, through Bahreyn.

The town itself, damp and dingy as it is, offers little to invite
visitors, nor much to instruct them. I noticed a strip of paved
road, and close by an arch evidently belonging to more thriving
days, when Kateef was a capital. The townsmen, taking us for
Nejdeans by our dress, scowled silent ill-will as we passed ; they
are a busy but not an amiable race. I cannot think the situation
of Kateef well chosen. Its great unhealthin ess and its want
of ready communication with the interior, are hardly com-
pensated for by a harbour half choked with mud, and capable of
receiving none but the smallest sea-craft, and even those at high
tide only. Besides, sand-banks running out on every side render
the entrance of the port difficult and even unsafe. On the
other hand the bay is well sheltered by its northern and southern
promontories, with the islands of Tfiroot and Soweyk, and is
conveniently situated for trade with Bahreyn, Aboo-Shahr, &c.
Were it cleared out and kept in order, it might become a haven
worthy of the name; but under Wahhabee administration such
improvements are scarcely to be hoped.

It was noon when we fell in with a, ship-captain ready to sail
that very night, wind and tide permitting. Farhfit\s mezi had
spoken with him, and he readily offered to take us on board. We
then paid a visit to the custom-house officer to settle the em-
barkation dues for men and goods. This foreman of the MaMsher,
whether in accordance with orders from Farhfit, or of his own
freewill and inclination., I know not, proved wonderfully gracious,
and declared that to take a farthing of duty from such useful
servants of the public as doctors, would be "wheyn w' khatfiY'
"shame and sin." Alas, that European custom-house officials
should be far removed from such generous and patriotic senti-
ments ! Lastly, of his own accord he furnished us with men to